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SThree students apply 
what they learn in the 
classroom to their own 
businesses. 
When she was a sophomore, Adri Van 
Groningen convinced her parents to 
split the cost of a Canon camera with 
her. When she came back to campus 
after Christmas break, she started taking 
photos of her friends just for fun. 
“Then my friend’s sister needed photos 
of her one-year-old daughter, and other 
people started asking for photos,” says 
Van Groningen, a graphic design major. 
“It kept building.”
Van Groningen, who will graduate 
in December, now has her own 
photography business; for the past two 
years, she has done shoots for families, 
high school seniors, weddings, and more. 
She has also learned to juggle her love 
for photography with college classes and 
two other jobs.
“It’s not easy to balance school and 
work,” says Van Groningen. “My calendar 
is important; without that, I couldn’t 
keep everything straight.”
Van Groningen also took photography 
classes from art instructor Doug Burg, 
who has his own photography business.
“It was great to learn how to go beyond 
the automatic settings on my camera, set 
up a business, deal with customers, and 
create contracts,” she says.
Van Groningen isn’t the only student 
running a business while studying at 
Dordt. Cole Evans, a sophomore business 
major from Edgerton, Kansas, partners 
with a friend to rent out three houses 
that they fixed up in Kansas City. Evans 
says that, while he is at Dordt, his 
friend handles most of the landlord 
responsibilities, and Evans spends time 
on the finances and paying taxes. 
Evans appreciates that Dordt’s business 
professors have given him advice about 
making smart investments. 
“Everyone is going to make mistakes—no 
business is perfect. The more I can talk 
with my professors and learn from them, 
the better decisions I make.”
Mark Schouten, a second year Pro-Tech 
student, also runs a business remotely; 
he does custom crop farming in Surrey, 
British Columbia. Employing six staff, 
Schouten leases a 1,200-acre ranch to 
grow alfalfa hay. Conveniently, this year’s 
three cuts went to a dairy across the 
street from his property.
Schouten has a foreman who 
manages the ranch in his absence, 
but he still has weekly meetings and 
other responsibilities. He says that 
managing a business and keeping up 
with schoolwork means that he has 
to plan and manage his time well. He 
also says that his Pro-Tech courses like 
Animal Nutrition and Farm Business and 
Management have helped him to better 
understand his product and to grow as a 
business owner.
“If you are a college student thinking 
of starting your own business, don’t 
let anything hold you back,” advises 
Schouten. “Being a business owner has 
helped me learn and focus more on my 
coursework, because what I’m learning in 
the classroom has helped me to succeed.”
SARAH MOSS (’10)
Faculty Notes
David Versluis, professor of art, 
worked with art majors to create a 
mural for the exterior of the Science 
and Technology Center as a project 
for a senior seminar course. The 
image incorporates agriculture 
(depicted through a fluid line ending 
in a wheat stalk), physics (an S-line 
and a motion diagram), and biology 
and chemistry (a stylized chemical 
compound).
Dr. Teresa Ter Haar, professor 
of theatre arts, was chosen to 
participate in the CCCU Women’s 
Leadership Development Institute 
(WLDI) last June. 
Dr. Sacha Walicord, professor 
of business administration, has 
been named visiting professor 
of apologetics at the Akademie 
fuer Reformatorische Theologie 
(Reformed Theological Seminary) in 
Giessen, Germany.
Dr. Gwen Marra, professor of 
education, recently began her term 
as president of the Northwest Iowa 
Reading Council for the 2018-19 
school year. The council plans 
literacy-focused professional 
development meetings for area 
teachers. 
Dr. Joshua Zhu, professor of 
chemistry, co-authored a paper 
titled “Toward Automated Enzymatic 
Synthesis of Oliogasaccarides." It 
was recently published in the peer-
reviewed journal Chemical Reviews, 
a publication of the American 
Chemical Society.
Dr. David Henreckson, professor 
of theology, was elected president 
of the Fellowship for Protestant 
Ethics, an early-career network for 
Protestant moral theologians. He 
will serve for the 2018-19 term. 
STUDENT 
ENTREPRENEURS
Adri Van Groningen started off as an education 
major but soon switched to art so she could 
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